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Keep thy Foot when thou goeft into the Houſe of God; and bs mor- 
ready to HEAR, than to give the Sacrifice of Fools, Solomon, 


EAR, and your Souls fhall live. Iſaiah. 
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T HE School was begun in February 1779; and con- 
hits of twelve Children, the Expence of which is diſ- 
charged by the chearful Contributions of many Friend 
both in Town and Country, alſo from the Sale of the firſt 
Edition of this Pamphlet, which indeed was very far 
beyond expettation. 


I therefore embrace this Opportunity of returning my. 
moſt grateful Thanks to the Purchaſers of it (in its very; 


imperfett State), many of which doubled the Price ten 
Times over ! viewing the End it was deſigned to anſwer, 
May the dear Lord return them a Thouſand-fold into 
their own Beſom; I can aſſure them they have an Inter: 
in many Prayers by the poor Parents—and their much 


obliged Friend, and Servant in the Goſpel. 
J. DUNCAN. 


TadDLEY, April 20, 1780. 
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PRE F A TK 


II E candid Reader is defired not to criticize 
too ſeverely on the /ol.owing Pages, till be i 
acquainted with my reaſens for publiſhing then * 


ben poſſibly his Candour will pajs over their 


numerous blemiſhes. 

Providentially placed in an obſcure village, 
where the Lord has of late ſtirred up many ig- 
rorant perſons to hear his word, I judged the fol- 
\rwing rules * would be of ſome advantage. 

The inhabitants of this place in general are poor 
ven to a proverb: I am firmly perſuaded they can 
die with the inhavitants of the moſt remote and 
deſtitute ſpot in England for poverty. Many 
families know not the Letter of a book, It is 
4% obſerved by many, that the place is uncom- 
monly pr alific, cobich renders it impoſſible for 
their poor parents. even to provide a ſufficiency of 
vread, and not half a ſufficiency of cloathing for 


The ſubſtance of theſe rules I found in manuſcript among 
the papers of a deceaſed Clergyman—They are dated in the 
year 1690. But I have made ſuch alterations and additions as 
[ judged proper. 
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their children, conſequently no degree of educg i 


tion is attainable nor indeed is any looked after; 


eſpecially Were the r value of an immortal ſoul is nu. 


Known. 


For my own part, I am too near a-kin to them, 
with reſpect to my circumſtunces in life, to be ef 


much efſiſtance to them in the education of their 


children: the little profit that may ariſe from the 
fale of this ſmall publication, ſball be applied 10 
that purpoſe. But as that can be but very ſmailY; 


(if any) 1 would earneſtly intreat you who love 


the Saviour of your precious ſouls—ſee and fee! a 


peculiar ſweetneſs in reading and meditating bis 


written word ; that you would expreſs your love! 


your pity to the immortal ſouls of 


to Feſts- 


your fellow creatures, by contributing ſomething | 
for forwar ding this defivn, without which it can-\ 


not be put into execution. 

It may be depended on, whoever of my valuable 
acquaintance, and others, Gall aſſiſt in the edu 
cation of theſe poor creatures; a true account ſhell 


be kept both of the donor and donation, and ſaith- 
fully applied to the moſt proper objefis, Reading 


only is intended for them at preſent , indeed, my 
expectations cannot riſe to more] pray God J 
may not be diſappointed even in that. 

T am alſo ſituated in the neighbourhood of ſevera! 
Roman Catholic Chapels : and though Parliament 
bas (to the aſtoniſhment of well nizh the whole 
kingdom) thought good of late to extend their 
religious privileges, Obhere is not a TIEW We can 
take of that bloody ſeti, but their conduct in every 
age, in every kingdom, both civil and religious, 

leaves 


1 


habe s us ſomething to fear. Former times afford 
u ſtriking inſtances of their diligence to compaſs 
2a and land, to gain over the ignorant to their 
dolatrous and ſouldeſtroying ſentiments, This 

% 1 might urge as a molive to jnduce every lover 
Fr. formation Princ 7 es, to be more concerned in 
the education of yeuth (I mean the poor ) becauſe 
ure danger ſeems to ſurround them let us put 
Bible in their hands, and teach them to make uſe 

F 1t——Ccmmit them to Ged, and we have done. 


/hether we ſucceed or not in our endea vcurs, God 
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will remember us for good anther day. 
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CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS, 8. 


I. Several Important Queſtions, 
II. Practical Obſervations. 
III. A Deſcription of the Covenant of Grace. 
IV. The Faithfulneſs of God to that Covenant. 
V. Some eminent Relations which ſubſiſt between Chriſt 
and real Believers. 


VI. Family Rules. 
VII. A Regulator ſor the Affections. 
METH 
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PIOUS YOUTH of every DENOMINATION 
Tuxouengour This KINGDOM, 
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Inhabitants of Tadley 


ESPECEFALLETVT 


Thoſe who attend My MINIST R. 


My DEAR FRIENDS, 


EING ſome time paſt confined to my chamber 

by an afflictive Providence, the next day after 

my confinement, I began to think how 1 could oc- 
cupy my ſpare moments from pain, during my illneſs, 


Jo as to profit you in that which reſpects the One 
Jl bing Needful. 


Your ſtate, (as to religion) who form by far the 
greateſt part of my congregation, ſoon reſolved me 
what ſubject to preſent 1 you with ; many of you have 


I'cretofore been entire ſtrangers to even the very theory 


of religion, and your practice has been an evident 
demonſtration of this awful truth. Others have had 
no more regard for the word of the living God, than 
for a common newſpaper—were as ignorant and 


houghtleſs of the preſent condition or future ſtate of 


our precious fouls, as the beaſts that periſh. Con- 
quently you nev er bowed y your knee to the Majeſty 
of Heaven, except at thoſe particular parts of the 
public church fervice which cuſtom taught you— 
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not a painful ſenſe of the load and guilt of your many 
and aggravated fins againſt the God that made you, 
This being the cafe, your attention to the ſermong 
delivered from time to time (ſuppoſing you had at- 
tended) muſt have been very indifferent, and your 
judemer of doctrines very ſuperficial. 

However, of late the good God in great mercy to 
your pr gious ſouls, has been pleaſed to incline maus 
ol 8 to hear, and conſtantly attend my miniſtry 
for ſure J am, neither flattery, eloquence, nor rall- 
ing ck any {{& or denomination enticed you to 
hear me, nor - Jetai Way you when you came; no, fo! 
1 have faithfully decla red unto you the pure, unmixed 
goſpel of the Lord Jeivs Chriſt, according to that 

nowledge and experience which J have received of 
God. Indeed I could be under no temptation to 
imooth vou over with the gloſſes of m n. with a 
vie to intereſt myſelf in „our affections for „Or 
rich se nor on the other hand, has your poverty 
leſten 4 the value of your immortal fouls in my 
eftcem, but unto all I have endeavoured to ſhew with 
the greateſt plainneſs, your fallen, ruined condition 
by nature — what ſtrangers you are to the power, 
juſtice, love, mercy and religion of the adorable Jeſus : 
and in conſequence of u bich you lay expoſed to the 
greateſt woe that either the tongues of men or angels 
can expreſs—that you are under the wrath and curſe 
of God—are already condemned by the righteous 
law of Heaven; that there is nothing but the brittle 
thread of life between you and that fire which never 
can be quenched—out of which there 1s no redemp- 
tion. | have proved to you over and over, that you 
can by no means Help yourſelves out of your awful 
condition ; being deſtitute of either will, power, or 
ſolid reſolution of returning unto God. Nor have 


} 


J {yourſelves being witnels) left you to r | 


hope! els deſpair ;. but have ſhewn you the wonderful 
love of God in the rich proviſion he has made for 


zoſt ſouls from all eternity, well ordered and ſure. 
ratified 
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ratified and ſettled in the covenant of grace, between 
the Father and the Son. Where firſt you may view 
the goodneſs of God in giving his Son to die for us 
—and ſecondly the unparalleled love and faithfulneſs 
of Chriſt in fulfilling every article of that covenant | 
—ſuch as his coming into the world in our nature, | 
taking our 1niquities upon himſelf - bearing our enor- 2 
mous load of fin—ſuffering the wrath and curſe of | 
God for us—which would otherwiſe have cruſhed = 
both our fouls and bodies into hell. I have alſo | 


ſhewn you the great ſecurity and comfort of thoſe 

perſons who are intereited in this covenant, and 

preſented it to you as a matter of your greateſt com- 

tort and rejoicing, eſpecially to the tempted and | 

diſtreſſed *. | 
I have 


* May not the covenant of grace be elucidated thus? As 
in an indenture or leaſe, which is properly a covenant, every | 
thing is there mentioned, covenanted, or agreed: and alſo the 
name of every Man, Waman and Child, that is to have any | 
concern, or to derive any advantage from ſuch an agreement | 
vo! covenant, is particularly tet down, and the tenor of this 
covenant or writing extends to them, as to their condition and 
ſtate mentioned therein, as well as to what was intended for 
them at ſome future f : 

So alſo with reſpect to the covenant of grace. See I/aiab 
«lit. 6. Chriſt is there ſai4 to be the covenant of, or for the 
as 1, 1. e. the Mediator and Ratihcr of the covenant. Now 
s thoſe perſons who covenant or agree, have each of them a 
copy of their covenant in his own poſſeſſion tor ſatis faction and 
lecurity z ſo as Chriſt is in Heaven with SY a; Father, there 
the original copy: now read Heb. x31 and you ſhall 
end that the names of the inviſible N 9 there (i. e. in 
the covenant) inrolled-— The church of the fic born which 
are written in Heaven.” There, in that writing or cove- 
ant, are ali the names that ever were, are, or ſhall be viſibly... 
taken into the bond of this covenant, See Eph. i. 4. He 
God the Father) hath choſen us in him (i. e. Chriſt) before 
the found ion of the world. Hear now what Chritt the:- = 
Mediator ſays of this agreement; “ All that the Father hath . 
given Me (in our covenant of redemptien) ſhall come-unto- 
me. This, I iay, is the original copy, which God has 
locked up in the cabinet of his ſecret purpoſes. The ſecond 
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L have alſo ſhewn you, that by faith alone in the 
death and merits o Chriſt, is the knowledge of 
ſalvation received and even this faith does not ori- 
ginate from yourſelves, it is the gift of God that 
without being ſenſible of the ſinful ſtate of your 
nature - repentance - ſelf condemnation - ſorrow for 
fin—yea without being born again, it is impoffible 
for you to enter into the kingdom of Heaven—thar 
neither a conſtant attendance upon God's word— 
nor an outward reformation, can conſtitute you 
heaven-born ſouls, i. e. real Chriſtians ; that there 
muſt be a change in your hearts, effected by the 
Spirit of the living God—and whoever are ſtrangers 
to this, are as yet, totally unacquainted with vital 
religion, nor have ſuch yet advanced one ſtep in the 
faving knowledge of Chriſt. But on the other hand, 
for the encouragement of thoſe, who ſee and feel 
themſelves vile, hell-deſerving ſinners; I have pointed 
out to you Jeſus, the finners friend, exhorted you 
to repair to the throne of grace immediately, juſt as 
you are, not to ſtay a moment under a pretence of 
making yourſelves better, or more fit for Chriſt—for 
were you to ſtay fifty years longer, yea to eternity, 
you could never make yourſelves one hair's-breadth 
hetter, but worſe abundantly. Therefore go con- 
ſeſſing your manifold fins, and praying fron the bot- 
tom of your heart, God be merciful to me a guilty 
** ſinner—O Lord fave ere I periſh for ever and 
ever.“ Such ſeeking ſouls ſhall certainly find an 
open door of mercy. Some of you, I hope, ſee 
at leaſt the neceſſity of theſe things. You I would 
warn particularly againſt four things. 


copy is in our Bibles; and God has ſent every goſpel miniſter 
with a copy in his hand, for you to ſeal and ſign it with the 
hand of faith: for until. you ſo ſubſcribe to it, you can never 
be aſſured that your names are in the original; and conſequently 
cannot live that life of faith which God's faithful children do 
kere below, being grounded on the ſure foundation, 1 Cor. ui. 


11. 
I. The 


1 


I. The deceitfulneſs of your own evil hearts; 
« Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
© adulteries, fornications, &c.“ In thort, there is 
not an evil in or out of hell, but is to be found in 
this deſperate wicked heart; Solomon declares every 
one that truſts his own heart is a fool, 

II. Beware of your old darling, predominant fins, 
whatever they were. When you are off your watch, 
Satan will preſent to your views, mantled over in an 
angelic garb, thoſe fins which. at other times you 
would know and avoid. 

III. Your old companions in fin will ſtruggle as 
bard to bring your ſoul back again from the ways of 
religion, as the devil did for the body of Moſes. 
Many young converts have been retarded in their 
ſpiritual journey—and long detained in trouble and 
ſorrow by this means. Therefore avoid their com- 
pany as much as poſſible, and when you are provi— 
dentially called into it, which many of you are in 
your daily labour, let it be evident by your life, con- 
verſation and behaviour, that you are renewed men! 

IV. You muſt expect many diſagretable ſaluta- 
tions from your irreligious, ſcoffing neighbours. 
Wonder not if they ſpeak all manner of evil againſt 
you; yea, and do you as much miſchief too as they 
can. Our Lord told us of theſe things long ago — 
therefore think them not ſtrange when they come. 
Let no provocation be given unto them on your part 
render not evil for evil, nor railing for railing: on 
the contrary, be ready to do them every good office 
in your power, and fo return love for hatred. Yet 
remember you are not to be laughed out of your 
religion by them : be not afraid of the devil's chil- 
dren, they have neither truth or reaſon on their fide; 
vou have both. Be not aſhamed to own you are a 
follower of Jeſus; to be aſhamed of Jeſus is dread- 
ful—Chrift declares, ** Whoſoever is aſhamed of Me 
before men, of him will I be aſhamed before my 
Father and his holy angels.“ 

You 


1 a 
You ſee how faithful and bold the ungodly are in 
the ſervice of their maſter the devil, as you were 
not long ago. And ſhall you be leſs bold in the 
fervice and profeſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? God 
forbid : go on, your cauſe is good; your victory is 
ſure : for all who in the ſtrength of Jeſus fight, are 
more than conquerors over Death, Hell, and the 

Grave. 

For your afliſtance in rightly hearing and i improv- 
ing the public miniſtry of the word, I commend to 
your hands the following Rules. They are ſhort, 
plain and eaſy to be underſtood and retained. Read 
them over and over, until you are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with their ſubſtance, and the end they point. 
Then, if you underſtand and approve of them, pray 
to God to bleſs t hem to you for your good. — 
even then do not caſt them upon ſhelves among your 
duſty lumber, but let them lie in your Bibles, and 
read at leaſt ſome part of them every week: and if 
you are 1n any degree profited by them, neither your 
money in purchaſi: WW, nor your time in peruſing, 
Will be loſt. 
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Hearing the WORD of GOD with 
CERTAIN and SAVING BENEFIT. 


* S) 
Before you Hear. 


DIE CI LH 23 


PRAT / for a bleſſing before you leave your mon 
heuſes; and while in the way to the houſe of 
God, ſeriouſly think what bleſſing you particularly 
want pray God to direct the miniſter's hear 

and lips to that may ſuit your ſtate. Aſk and you 
Mall receive; hearty prayer ever did and ever will 


prevail with Heaven; eſpecially when it is for the 


beſt gifts. But, by not aſking a bleſſing, vou deſerve 
z curſe: becauſe you do virtually tell Ghd either that 


vou need not his Spirit, or that you defire not the 
ſaving efñcacv of bisW ord. Neglect of 3 ruin 


tue beſt hearer ; but a holy uſe fie with ave the worſt. 

DizecrT. II. Guard again/? a1ffrattte: in hearing, 
Wrath, luſt and finful paſſions, will take away vour 
heart at ſermons: but a coaltant. cordial watch, and 
fight againſt them, will deſtroy thoſe deſtroyers. God 
will let no ſoul be devoured by them, that is diligent 
to keep from them: though on the other hand, ſouls 
that do little to prevent them, mall be plagued with 


them. Divine Grace will not encourage your ſinful 


Negligence no, but the temptations which overtake 
YOu wilfully, hall overtake you wofully. O Chrif- 
tian | believe the fad experience of thouſands, and 
2Xamuine chy Own. 


DIRECT. 
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Dix ECT. III. Value the word, and the preaching of 
it, and thank Gd for them bath, Honor them for 
God's fake, and God will honor and bleſs you for 
his Son's ſake, and for his promiſe ſake : God is ſo 
free of his bleſſing on both, that he lets no man who 
highly prizeth it, go without it: you may highly 
prize gold and filver, and yet go without them both; 
but the rich treaſure of the Goſpel is certainly your 
own, if you can but ſupremely value it. If you 
deſpiſe it, blame yourſelves that you are not enriched 
with it. - God will never throw his ineſtimable pearl 
unto ungrateful ſwine : ſwine that will not give fo 
much as thanks for the Pearl of greateſt price. 

DIRECT. IV. Acquarnt yourſelves well with the end; 
and uſes of the word of God. Read good books, and 
eſpecially the Bible frequently, with ſeriouſneſs and 
prayer; and what remains ſtill too deep for vour 
underſtanding to comprehend, repair with to your 
miniſter; it is his buſineſs to inſtruct and privately to 
reſolve your doubts in the parlour, as much as publickly 
to teach in the pulpit : and it is your buſineſs to know 
as well as his the will and purpoſes of God in his 
revealed word. The four comprehenſive ends of his 
word are, 1. To convince of Sin. 2. To convert 
unto Jeſus Chriſt. 3. To confirm in Grace. 4. To 
direct and comfort in Obedience. Labour to under- 
ſtand theſe, and muſe upon them frequently. Come 
to Sermons for theſe, and you ſha!l not go from 
Sermons without them. But remember, God hath 
not pleaſure in fools; and if you come to hear for 
you know not what, it is not to be wondered at, if 
you go away fools, as ye went. 

DirtcT. V. Never forget God's promiſe of bleſſing on 
dutiful hearing. ** Hear and your fouls ſhall live,” ſays 
the God of Truth, who cannot lie. This is a pro- 
miſe of the Almighty ; keep it as the apple of your 
eye. It will do your heart good to think that God 
hath engaged to bleſs your hearing ; for his FREE 
GRACE is allo Bouxp GRACE, bound by werd 

and 
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and oath. This will give you holy boldneſs, to which 
God always giveth happy welcome: but the want of 
this in your mind, will keep it full of painful doubts 
and ſlaviſh fears. Without a miracle of Grace, it will 
hold you fearful and unbelieving ; that 1s, periſhing. 

DizecT. VI. Honor your advocate Jeſus by frequently 
opplying to him for advice in all difficult caſes, CHRIST 
your advocate, and by him alone can you find ac- 
ceptance with God. Earneſtly cry to the HoLy 
SPIRIT, by whom alone you can receive any effectual 
afliſtance, to perform any good, or avoid the nume- 
tous evils that ſtand in your way. No man ever thus 
honored the Sow and SpIRIT, and went without the 
full bleſſing of the word. Without our Interceſſor 
in Heaven, and our Interceſſor in our hearts, we can 
profitably do nothing; but with them we can do all 
things proſperouſly. Therefore are ſo many goſpel 
ſermons every where ſo loſt, becauſe this dependance 
on Chriſt and on his Spirit are ſcarce any where to 
be found. May God fix this on thy heart, O reader 
then ſhall not the miniſters of Chriſt have ſuch oc- 
cation to weep in ſecret, that they have ſpent their 
itrength and labour in vain. 

DIRECT. VII. Remember that hearing the word of 
God, will either prove the ſavour of life, er death unto 
eur precious ſouls, It will cure you or &i you. It 
will give /ife to life, or death to death. Give yourſelves 
this preparatory ſermon before you come to hear 
mine. A goſpel miniſter's ſermons ſoften or harden 
hearers ſouls; they never leave you in the ſame de- 
gree of good or evil that they find you. Such 
thoughts as theſe exerciſing your minds in your way 
to the houſe of God, are generally foretaſtes of ſome 
| bleſſed viſits from the Maſter of aſſemblies. 


Rules in hearing the Word preached. 


DIEREACI4TUNE 


AFTER OVE plainneſs and holy warmth in the preaching 
of the dy Not only excule and endure, bur 


approre 
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We, i; 


approve and prefer ſuch preaching. Y ou like beſt the 
phyfician that heals beſt, and the counſellor that beſt } 
brings you to peace and quiet poſſeſſion of your in- 
heritance, although they do not addreſs you in an 
elegant ſtyle, or compliment you with the uſual for- 
malities and ceremonies of the times; but rather 
reprove and chaſtiſe your miſchievous folly with need- 
ful ſeverity. Be as wiſe for your ſouls as for your 
bodies and eſtates. God heals the fick ſouls that 
prefer and uſe his own preſcribed plain medicines: but 
nice and peevith ones, that loath his manna and muft 
have quails; that are diſguſted at his ſharp word, and 
rather chuſe to be entertained with the ſmooth words 
of man; mult die in their pride and folly. Where 
preachers are but Mus1cians, churches are but 
(GOLGOTH AS 

DIRECT. il. Recerve the word preached by faithful 
miniſters, as from God himſelf, Originally, even his 
whole ſermons, as well as his text. Muteridily, the 
matter and ſenſe of them is from God. [In/{:tutively, 
for by God's command they are ſpoken to you. 
Advantageouſly, tor through the loving kindneſs of 
Chriſt Jeſus, you may receive more profit by the pub- 
lic preaching of the word to your hearts, than by 
barely reading of the Holy Scriptures. Goſpel ſer- 
mons are comments upon God's word by his own 
ſpecial appointment ; to which comment God hath 
annexed a ſure promiſe of great bleffings; for faith 
comes by hearing theſe comments, i. e. ſermons, ** He 
that heareth you, heareth me, n ſaid Chriſt to the 
firſt preachers he ſent, and fo he ſays to all He ſe⁰,ỹ:ů 
this day. Receive every goſpel ſermon as preached by 
Chriſt himſelf, and doubt not but Chriſt will bleſs it 
to your fouls. But, O reader, remember, if thou 
take the ſubſtance, as well as the words of a r 
for ours, thy miſtake will be to thee a deadly los | 

Dix Er. III. Mix much prayer with your hearing. 
Souls are ſpirits, their motions ſwifter than the ſun's; 
Mey can, and they ought to do two things at once; 

ejaculation 
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ejaculation helps attention, and not hinders it. Bread 
and falt muſt be in every meal, and a ſhort warm 
prayer 1n every duty. Let your hearts cry out at 
every truth delivered, O Lord, fix this truth on my fout / 
At every precept and promiſe, Good God, help me to obey 
this command, and rely on this promiſe! At every re- 


proof, Glorieus Spirit, convię and humble me for this 
ſin, and lead me to Chriſt pardon !] Sc. Such 
praying hearers never loſe their labour. But woe to 
them, who, though at ſermon- time, they are not deaf, 
are dumb, whoſe hearts f at not to this purpoſe, 
while their ears hear. They who love not the king, 

pay but little attention to the amabatlador's declaration. 
DirtcT. IV. Ah your own /ouls to what the 
prencher faith to all, Labour to underftand his ſub- 
ject and doctrine for yourſelf. Miniſters are nurſes, 
ſermons are breaſts, God's word is milk, hearers are 
the children, and right hearing is recerving the milk 
into one's own foul. What another receives and 
applies will not nouriſh thee. Say this of every 
DocrRINE, This is my leſſon, I will learn it, Of 
every COMMAND, This is my duty, I will da it. Of 
every PROMISE, This ts my engagement, this is my meat 
and drink, my ſoul ſhall rely and feed thereon. Who ever 
miſſed of life, from the word of life, that ſo applied 
It to themſelves? Who did ever thus receive and not 
grow by the goſpel milk? Bleſſed are they who thus 
attend ſermons ; while all are certainly farving who 
do not thus feed upon the ſoul-nour:thing word, but 
reje and diſdain every goſpel dainty that can be ſet 
before them. And of all the damned in hell, they 
are the moſt miſerable, who have ſtarved themſelves 
to ſpiritual death, when they might have feaſted on 
the marriage ſupper of the Lamb through all eternity. 
Dix ECT. V. E xpreſs your YeVEYence of God in 8 Very 
ſermon yen hear. God is ſpecially preſent in heaven 
and at goſpel ſermons. If you believe this, ſhew it 
to God and your conſciences, by holy thoughts, and 
holy affections; to the congrepation, by vour well 
compoſed 
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compoſed countenances, and becoming geſtures, Your 
bodies are God's as well as your ſouls; if you glorify 
him not with both, you glorify him with neither, 
God lays no hard impoſitions on aged, fickly, weak 
bodies ; but he requires others to give him reverent 
poſtures in his worſhip : gadding eyes are impudent 
publiſhers of profane rambling hearts; and of thoſe 
fools, whereof one makes many, put off your ſhoes, 
and keep them off while you are on holy ground: 
that is, be reverent in {foul and body. Irreverence 
at ſermons is a public call to God for damnation 
upon your ſouls before hundreds of witneſſes, and 
without the grace of God preventing you, will cex- 

tainly be your unhappy condition. | 
DIRECT. VI. Honor the preacher as a man of God, 
but no more. God ſtyles a miniſter by that name; and 
God's names are the moſt proper and inſtructive. 
A miniſter 1s but a man, therefore do not adore him 
as a God. Let him be thy miniſter, fo that Chriſt 
may ſtil} be thy ſupreme ſhepherd and biſhop. He is 
but a man, expect therefore and bear with his in- 
firmities, and pray earneſtly for God's aſſiſtance to 
him. He 1s but a man, therefore pin not thy faith 
to his ſleeve, but exerciſe thy own ſenſe, and pray 
for the direction of God's Holy Spirit. Yet remem- 
ber he is a man of God; i. e. one that is zealous and 
laborious for the good of immortal ſouls—faithful 
in declaring the free ſovereign grace of God, and the 
everlaſting love of the adorable Jeſus from all eternity 
to ruined man. If not, it is at the peril of thy 
ſoul thou waſte thy time in hearing him. But if he 
1s one who declares the whole counſel of God, and 
rightly divides the word of truth, while thou art 
hearing him, conſider, this man has received the 
Holy Ghoſt : a man whom Chriſt hath qualified and 
commiſſioned under himſelf, to be a ſaviour of thy 
ſoul and all that hear him. Deſpiſe him not, elſe 
he cannot profit thy ſoul : do not adore him, elle 
it is ten thouſand to one but Gpd may ſuffer him to 
prove 
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prove a ſnare to thee. Thou wilt profit by him when 
thou heareſt him, as he really is, an AMBASSADOR 
of Gop, a MESSEN GER OF CHRIST, an OVER 
EER OF Gop's FLock, ſo made by the Holy 
Ghoſt. But woe! woe! be to thee, if thou follow 
him either as a Gop, or a Common MAN. The 
goſpel pronounceth no bleſſings upon either the 
duperſtitious, or the Prophane. 

Direct. VII. Strive to remember as much of the 
Sermon as you can, While you are hearing, note 
down 1n your mind every Head, Subdiviſion, and 1n 
particular the Introduction and Appiication—eſpe- 
cially catch hold of and retain the doctrine or main 
drift of the preacher in his ſermon. It may not be 
amiſs to add alſo, every curious, ſtriking, or hiſtorical 
remark : theſe I have often found uſeful notes to aſſiſt 
the memory, to what either went before, or 1imme- 
diately followed after. But above all, cry earneſtly 
to God, deeply to impreſs your heart with what you 
hear : this 1s the beſt means for ſtrengthening the 
memory that I know. 

However nature, ſickneſs or age, may have in- 
curably wounded your memories, remember God 1s 
gracious ; he will accept an unfeigned good-will for 
the very deed. His Spirit ſhall be a never failing 
remembrancer to fuch as againſt their wills, and 
againſt their endeavours, are forgetful, He will never 
call them forgetful hearers, that ſtrain and ſtrive, and 
do their beſt to remember. Not ſo will the Al- 
mighty deal with you, O ye thoughtleſs, careleſs, 
unconcerned, Chriſtleſs ones! O ye unpreſitable ſer- 
vants / read and tremble at that awful declaration of 
our Lord's, Depart ye Curſed, &c. O fluggard, 
Heaven is no hive for drones ! Ignorance is a curſe, 
and if ignorance be thy choice, it will as ſurely be 
thy deſtruction. 


After 


After bearing 


IRIE CTION 


. 1 „ Z 
g ? 4 XK 7; 2 De. 
* 0 . 
54 YE TEL! 6 PT , 


rants of vour A1Tu. 


01d the filth and mud. 

with them, ou W ill have 
them. The beſt ground w 
if no care is taken to dr) 
come to cat it up; 


., 
* 
10 
— 


d that you d 
Y our memories are the great ſer- 
Ho PE 
* ? . 3s 
t 1mpertecC 

the grates that let the clean water paſs, an- 


and if 1}: 


God's Word. 


I. 
not let flip u Dat WEL 


and OBEDIENCE : 
ſanictified ; they are too 


. 


K's 


on 


It YOU take but little Palins 


hut very bad ſervices from 
never preſerve the ſeed, 


] 


z 
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harrow it in. Therefore. thev who thus endeavour, 
their iabours ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. Yu 
if you are lame, and will not uſe crutches; if v 

complain of your memories, and vet will not talk to 
vourſelves—endeavour to repeat in vour families 


what you can—hear every one in the houſe repeat 
fome of it, however ſmall - think it over in your 


minds, when vou 
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Dix Er. H. La £5 1 nts be returned after every 
ſer mex heard. Thanks and oath are God's ey 
—_ the end of all his works; the end of vou 
BRIN GS, your REeprwerTion, your GosyPr: 
are of all Oapixaxers you attend, of all 
PrROVIDEXCEs vou meet with in life, whether prof- 
perovs or adverſe. It is in HELL om there are no 
thankſgivings and praiſe—in Hz Av nothing elt 
Nothing delizhteth God ſo much as theſe, and for 
nothing on this earth doth God expect tueie. more 
than for his preached z0{pel : when it is {aid, © Be 
„ giveth his word,” it is immediately added, Praile 
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„ve the Lord.“ And we are told this praiſe 7 
dleaſe the Lord better than an ox or bullock ; i. e. 
etter than any external ſacrifice. If — 
neſs by the word doth not drive away thankfulneſs, 
thankfulneſs for the word will certainly drive away 
unprotitableneſs. Let your thanks be more than 
verbal, and your profit ſhall be ſure. It ſhall appear 
to all men. But as long as you hear unthankfully, 
ou muſt remain unprofitable and unholy. Ingratitude 
of all fins is moſt odious in the fight of God; vea, 
ad the moſt deſtructive to thy own ſoul, for it turns 
honey into gall, and phyſic into poiſon. It renders 
thoſe poſſeſſed with it, near a-kin to them who ſaid 
F Chriſt. le is a Samaritan, and hath a devil.” 
DrrEcr. III. Lament your jins in hearing, and pray 
yr grace to act faith en Chriſt for pardon. Abundance 
of droſs is in all our gold. Iniquity abounds in our 
holy things. The holieſt of them all need a thou- 
1d pat -dons, and deſerve our deepeſt bluſhes. For 
vour own foul's ſake, do not flatter yourſelves ; re- 
penting and believing are not indifferent things, or 
acts of meer Chriſtian liberty, but indiſpenſible du- 
ties. They muſt go before the ſeal of your pardon. 
And believe it, God is incenſed againſt fin, whoever 
: be that ſinneth, let the fin be great or ſmall, 
though God de = zhteth te be kind, yet he will not 
Hate the fuer, altiough it be one of his own darling 
ons: therefore, ſtand in zwe, and fin not. Would 
vou profit by the ſetmons vou hear, then follow the 
particulars of it, that reſpe& vourſelf, with the tears 
of repentance, and pravers of tanh. I hen will God 
give vou profits, with meafure preſſed down and run- 
ning over. If you are too proud for chis direction, 
and fo continue vour pride will make vou fall into 


the c: nalen reigns of burning rorments and black 
deipair ; ride goes $ be fore a fall. 

DIRECT. Tv. F xamine with tumble 5 ligence what 
in bearing at tea i i 45u vs doubtful. Suſpect Your 
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lean not raſhly on your own, nor idolatrouſly on 


his. If his doctrine be erroneous, it will become 
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poiſon in thy ſoul, therefore ſwallow not what you 
ſuſpect. The moſt noble hearers try all doctrine by 
the holy Scriptures. Good children aſk their parents 


advice, wiſe women aſk their huſbands, and the wiſe * 
of all ſorts their miniſters, and intreat them to clear 
up their doctrine by God's own word. Thus do, 
and whoever are barren hearers, you ſhall be fruitful. 
God never fails to teach thoſe ſouls who are careful 


to avoid error and imbibe nothing but truth. O 
happy church! where the Miniſter's Lips preſerve 


knowledge, and the People receive it into their hearts. 


But if ſelt-conceited drones, and contentious cavillers, 
live Idiots, they muſt die without the ſaving know- 


ledge of God: for his curſe reſts on the idle, and he 


rehſteth the proud. 


Direct. V. Prove your ſtate and condition by every | 


goſpel ſermon. You cannot try too often thoſe things 
of which you cannot be too certain. You are either 
true believers, and alive to God, or unbelievers, and 
dead in fin and miſery. You are either ſtrong men 


in Chriſt, or babes; but let your caſe be what it will, 


it is a poor ſermon, indeed, by which you can learn 
nothing. 


With G24's bleſſing upon your conſcientious care 


to make the beſt uſe of all helps, you need not fear. 


When God commands you to try and prove your- 
ſelves, it is not without a promiſed bleſſing, to en- 
courage you ſo to do, God ever enricheth thoſe 
hearers, who uſe ſermons as ſcales to weigh, and 
touchſtones to try their ſouls. But as for the pre- 
ſumptuous, who like the Laodiceans, think they are 
rich in grace, and ſtand in need of nothing, though 
they are poor and miſerable, and blind and naked: 
and the deſpairing, who conclude there is no mercy 
for them ; therefore, they chule to take a full living 
in iniquity, and ſo put the word of God far from 
them. What hope is there of theſe ? The great 

I God 
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j God will condemn ſuch by his word, who will not 
FJ judge themſelves by it. If you will not make the 
2 vord of God a light unto your feet, he will make it 


a fire to devour thee. 

Dix ECT. VI. Carry on your knowledge, memory, and 
wwery good purpoſe, unto practice. Chriſtian divinity is 
an art of doing, as well as knowing the will of God. 
t teacheth living unto God by its word, ſacraments, 
faith, repentance, &c. God gave his Son, and fent 
down his Spirit to procure him a people, zealous of 
good works, as well as good words, Much fruit (and 
not many fair leaves) it is that glorifieth God. It is 
the hearer, rich in good works, that God will glorify. 
have a warrant from the great God to tell you, 
that if you hear his word and keep it, you ſhall be 
honored of God in heaven before his holy angels. 
Be diligent, and (faithful too) in the little that ye do 
know, and remember he giveth more grace. But 
from him that practiſeth not what he knows, from 


| him ſhall be taken even that little light which he 


hath ; and he being bound hand and foot, caſt into 


outer darkneſs. Theſe are the worſt of monſters, 
| who ſpeak as with cloven tongues, and yet, as negroes, 


are no where white but in the mouth. 

DIRECT. VII. Teach your relations at home what 
God teacheth you at Sermons, God will never forfeit 
his name of Love, nor fail to reward charity, and 
eſpecially ſoul-charity. The devil's proverb is, The 
free ſhall not be fat.” But God's proverb is, 
The liberal foul ſhall be made fat.” And he that 
watereth others, ſhall he watered. God will hide 
nothing from an Abraham, becauſe he will inſtruct 
all his family : do you ſo likewiſe, and you ſhall be 
ſo taught of God, ſo as you have not been heretofore. 
Drop divine truths upon them, and God ſhall make 
ſermons like rich ſhowers upon thy ſoul. But if 
you do not feed them, God will ſtarve you. God is 
a great lover of children, and our children are hrs 
more than ors; nor can you anger God more, than 
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by neple& of theſe his children. You may be eval: 
learning, and never come to the faving knowledg i 
of the truth, until you make conſcience of com 
municating what you know of God to your houſhold 
Teach others, and God will teach you; comfort. 
them, and God will multiply comforts to you. 53 


not ſhy and baſhful, but be ſtrong in the Lord and 
in the power of his might. > 
When theſe few. Rules ſhall be obſerved, the mi 
niſters of Chriſt ſhall become happy fathers, and 
Joyful nurſes of heaven-born fouls. Then ſhall che 1 
bed of Chriſt be green in our happy aſſemblies. Th 
young kids ſhall feed beſide the thepherds tents, and 
reſt at noon by the flocks of thy companions. Ou 
ſermons then ſhall no more be dry breaſts. Our con 
verſation ſhall be in heaven, and heaven ſhall b 
begun on earth. Many ſhall fear and wonder, and 
great horror ſhall ſeize on the ſouls of the ſcorners; 
while we, like the primitive Chriſtians, ſhall praiſe 
our God with joyful lips, and have favour of all 
the people : then ſhall the word of the Lord run 
and be glorified, and God, even our God, give u 
his bleſſing.” 1 
Which may God of his infinite mercy grant, fo 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake ; and may the Lord impreſs theſe 
few Rules on every Reader's heart, by the Holy 
Spirit's power | Amen, and Amen. 
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